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In-home euthanasia is a comfortable and personal way to say good bye to a beloved pet.   Driving an elderly or terminally ill dog or cat to an animal hospital for euthanasia is extremely stressful for both the family and pet.  Families find themselves grieving in public, and then have to drive home in a compromised emotional state.  Planning to have a pet euthanized in the relaxed and private home environment, where attention can be centered on their sweet dog or cat without distraction is a welcome option for many.  

When considering in-home euthanasia, families have many options regarding timing, location, and who will be present.   The major priority in caring for an elderly or terminally ill animal is comfort and quality of life.  Pain needs to be addressed with medications, special bedding, and other accommodations.  Appetite, mobility, cleanliness, and general demeanor are other important factors to be considered.  When the pet is no longer mobile, is losing vital functions, has little appetite, and just doesn’t seem to be engaged in every day pleasures, many families begin to consider euthanasia. It may be helpful to have an in-home consult regarding your pets overall condition if you are unsure about his/her quality of life.  It’s always a good idea to have an objective, professional opinion when you are working through such a difficult time.  We can provide you with a variety of palliative therapies to maintain a good quality of life for your pet when appropriate. 

Many cases arise where the decision to euthanize is more urgent and

clear cut.  Animals that are having trouble breathing, who are suffering, and in pain, need immediate attention.  Some pets die naturally with ease and in a peaceful way.  Unfortunately, this is not the case for most and families consider euthanasia their last gift to their loving and devoted dog or cat.  Euthanasia means “good death” and this is our goal when we choose to help our pets in this way.  

For those who are not interested in euthanasia at all, hospice care should be considered.  Pain and suffering should be mediated with medications and other helpful means until the pet dies on his own.  

There are many suitable and memorable locations for euthanasia- a special bed in a special corner of the kitchen, a spot at the top of the stairs, or under a favorite tree in the back yard.   Your home provides a flexible avenue for you to prepare for a meaningful and memorable process.  Some people don’t want to have their pets euthanized at the animal hospital or their home.  They might choose a park setting or a special center set aside for pet euthanasia.  We are flexible in accommodating these special requests.  

Generally one or just a few family members and/or friends are present.  It is important to keep a special calm for your pet.  Children are generally best off to say goodbye before any medications are given.  Most parents explain the process of euthanasia to even their young children.  This is an individual family decision.  There are online resources that discuss children and the loss of a pet (see links on yourseniorpetsvet.com).
After filling out a short consent form and handling financial matters, we turn our focus towards you and your pet.  The procedure is relatively straight forward but there is a lot of room for individual variation.  This has to do with the age, disease state, and overall condition of the animal.  

An initial injectable anesthetic drug combination is given in the muscle along the back or back leg. Occasional dogs and cats are sensitive to this injection but it is very quick and only lasts a few seconds.  Most pets will fall into a deep sleep within 3-5 minutes.  Once they are sleeping, we can position them comfortably on their blanket or bed.  Family members might want to spend a few minutes stroking and talking to them before the euthanasia solution is administered.  

For dogs, the euthanasia solution is usually injected IV through a small butterfly catheter.   Front leg veins are the most easily accessible.  There are cases where veins are very difficult to access and alternate means must be used.  Once cats are fully sedated, the euthanasia solution is gently injected just behind the last rib into a kidney.  This alleviates the need to use tiny feline veins that are often compromised when cats are ill.  


Once the euthanasia solution has been given, breathing ceases within a minute and the heart stops beating shortly after.  Sometimes there will be twitching or even a few gasps immediately or up to 30 minutes later which are considered “normal”.   Most dogs and cats do not close their eyes.  

Aftercare options are home burial, cremation with ashes returned to the family, and communal cremation where ashes are not returned.  A new “green” type of cremation, “Aqua Cremation”, is offered locally.  If you are considering home burial it is crucial that you understand local zoning laws and guidelines pertaining to burying animals.  It is also important that you prepare an appropriately deep grave site to avoid invasion by predators.  

Transportation back to the animal hospital to prepare for cremation is provided.  Ashes are returned to Norwalk Vet Hospital within a week for families to pick up.  Ashes can be delivered back to your home for an additional fee.  

Some families are interested in keeping a small clipping of fur or having an ink or clay paw print made.  These items can be ordered and will be included in the package containing the ashes.  Reviewing and displaying pictures of your pet are helpful in recovering from such a loss.  Many people write about their pet as a way of remembering and healing.  There are numerous support groups on line as well as in the area that may 
be helpful. You may contact us at any time with questions or concerns.  We are here to help.  

